Organizing a scientific mini-conference as a group tutoring
activity of the Master Research Project
LANDIN, Mariana*; LORENZO VEIGA, Blanca; LAGUNA FRANCIA, Reyes
Facultad de Farmacia, Universidade de Santiago de Compostela, Spain
m.landin@usc.es
Introduction
Within the objectives of Research orientated Masters is the development of appropriate oral and written communication skills.
During the development of the Master's degree, the program must be designed to ensure that students finish being able to present
professionally their scientific results, defend them in a scientific congress or in a job interview.1
The Master in Research and Development of Medicines of the University of Santiago includes a major research project of 24 ECTS.
The students are distributed in the research groups of Pharmacology or Pharmaceutical Technology where they work planning and
carrying out a pharmaceutical research during the second semester, from February to July.
We present here an activity consisting of the design and performance of a mini-conference as a group tutoring activity as a tool for
assessing written and oral communication skills during the development of their Major Research Project.

Planning the activity
Selection of activities to carry out:

• Plenary conference
• Poster exhibition and session of awarding of the best poster
• Short oral communications and discussion

Teaching on comunication skills through the subject:
“Información, gestión de la difusión y explotación de
resultados en I+D de medicamentos”

Development of the program:

Figure 1. Program of the scientific mini-conference.

Performance
Successfully experience has been performed for three years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 and 2017-2018.
All MsD students for the three cohorts and important number of teachers from Pharmaceutical Technology and Pharmacology
have attended the mini-conference.
Teachers and students think that participation in the
conferences facilitates the interaction between them. Students
felt that the activity :
• Helps to focus and explain their research work
• Favors the appearance of new ideas
• Greatly contribute to prepare the defense of their Final
Research Project
Written and oral communication skills are assessed and
improved
The students really feel like young researchers!!
Figure 1. Poster and short communications sessions
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