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Introduction
The National University of Chimborazo is located in Riobamba (Figure 1), at the Andean region of Ecuador, where traditional medicine plays an important
role in the population. The province presents popular medical practices that are usually employed and are needed for scientific study [1].

Figure 1. View of the city of Riobamba, Ecuador.

In 2014, students at the National University of Chimborazo were short of research methodology and knowledge. However, the Ecuadorian educational
system wanted to invest in research and better value of the culture and society at the moment [2], as well as the Ecuadorian government wanted to
create equality of opportunities for the improvement of their quality of life [3].
The lack of motivation on the students promotes a change in our teaching practices, involving professors and students in new solutions for the
improvement of the scientific value in universities and for showing it to society through the achievement of research projects.

Objectives
The main objective of this study is to introduce active learning to the students of Pharmacology at The National University of Chimborazo, Ecuador, with
research activities based on traditional herbal medicine, that promotes the participation of all the students and helps their understanding of what is
research and how they can apply it easily with their pharmacology knowledge.

Results

Figure 3. One of the student explaining the research study and
getting ancestral knowledge from the population.

Figure 2. Research posters presented by some of the students.

Conclusions
1. The students of Pharmacology of The National University of
Chimborazo were involved in the proper design and practice of a
research study (Figure 2).
2. They even involved the ancestral knowledge of their family and
neighbours (Figure 3).
3. They present the results into a scientific congress in Ecuador,
where all the student attended it (Figure 4), increasing their
motivation into pharmacology and research.
Figure 4. All the students involved in the project.

References
1. Fátima Morales, Susana Padilla, Félix Falconí. Medicinal Plants Used In Traditional Herbal Medicine In The Province Of Chimborazo, Ecuador.
Afr J Tradit Complement Altern Med., 14 (1), 10-15, 2017.
2. Pincay Jordan, Karen V (2016). “Inversión Pública en Educación y su Impacto en el Desarrollo Socio Económico, periodo 2007-2015”.
3. Secretaría Nacional de Planificación y Desarrollo (2013). Plan Nacional 2013-2017. Quito, Ecuador.: Gobierno Nacional de la República de
Ecuador. Recuperado de http://www.buenvivir.gob.ec/.

Acknowledgments
Fátima Morales wants to thank the Fundación Seneca-CARM for her Saavedra Fajardo
contract and funding (Contract No. 20025/SF/16).

