
Students’ opinion on the II Conference on Toxicology and 
Society: Food Safety and Drugs of Abuse 

(Toxicology Forum and Olympiad)
Daniel GUTIÉRREZ-PRAENA1*, Concepción MEDRANO-PADIAL1, Pilar MELLADO-GARCÍA1, Leticia DÍEZ-QUIJADA1, M. Gracia HINOJOSA1, M. Mar 

MERCHÁN1, María LLANA-RUIZ-CABELLO1, María PUERTO1, Ana I. PRIETO1, Silvia PICHARDO1, Isabel M. MORENO1, Sara MAISANABA2, Ángeles JOS1, Ana 
M. CAMEÁN1, Remedios GUZMÁN-GUILLÉN1

1Área de Toxicología, Dpto. de Nutrición y Bromatología, Toxicología y Medicina Legal, Facultad de Farmacia, Universidad de Sevilla, España. 2Área de Toxicología, 
Dpto. de Biología Molecular e Ingeniería Bioquímica, Facultad de Ciencias Experimentales, Universidad Pablo de Olavide, España. dgpraena@us.es

Introduction
The II Conference on Toxicology and Society: Food Safety and Drugs of Abuse (Toxicology Forum
and Olympiad) was held on March 23rd, 2018 at the Faculty of Pharmacy of the University of Sevilla,
thanks to a Teaching Innovation Project of the University of Seville, requested taking into account
the success of the first edition in the previous year.
The aim was to establish a framework for discussion on topics of great interest on Toxicology, such
as Food Safety and Drugs of Abuse, among students of different subjects and degrees in which the
Area of Toxicology from the University of Sevilla gives classes.

Fig. 1. Degrees and subjects included in the Teaching
Innovation Project to participate in the II Conference on
Toxicology and Society: Food Safety and Drugs of Abuse
(Toxicology Forum and Olympiad)

Materials and Method

Results and Discussion

In general, the students showed a high degree of satisfaction with the Conference. The novelty of
introducing the Toxicology Olympiad aroused great interest in the participants, and could be
considered an original and dynamic tool that served as reinforcement and review of the subject.
Success in attendance and participation (more than 170 people were enrolled), variety of topics
addressed, and interaction among students allowed the enrichment of the assistants and
organizers.
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The activity was announced during class hours for a widespread diffusion to the vast majority of students, as well as through the different means of 
communication available in the Faculty of Pharmacy, i.e. website, social networks (Facebook and Twitter) and in the website of the Area of Toxicology
from the University of Seville.

Fig. 2. Different sessions organized throughout the II
Conference on Toxicology and Society: Food Safety and
Drugs of Abuse (Toxicology Forum and Olympiad) (duration:
10 hours).
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Fig. 3. Different games which took part in the "Toxicology
Olympiad“, in which the students participated by
multidisciplinary teams with questions related to the syllabus
taught in classes.

Participants could get extra points, if the final exam is passed, for attending (maximum + 0,5 points) and for presenting 1 of the following options 
(maximum + 0,5 points): “pass the word” game, poster or oral presentation.

After celebration of the II Conference on Toxicology and Society: Food Safety and Drugs of Abuse (Toxicology Forum and Olympiad), a
satisfaction survey was sent to the participants to evaluate their opinion and the impact of the activity.

Fig. 4. Participants’ opinion on a) the global evaluation of the
Conference; b) the invited oral presentations; c) the oral
presentations by students; d) the roundtable; e) the poster
session; f) the Olympiad; g) the diffusion of the activity; h) the
way they discovered it; i) compliance with expectations; and j)
recommendation to other students.

Regarding the overall evaluation of the Conference, almost 70% of the students considered them to be quite or of great interest, showing greater satisfaction with the
invited oral presentations, among the morning sessions. In general, the Toxicology Olympiad was the most attractive activity for the participating students. The
Conference seems to have fulfilled the expectations of the majority of attendees, so that more than 80% would recommend attending future conferences to other
colleagues.
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